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TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS, CRITERION FOR REPORTING TO POLICE 

1273. Mr P.G. Pendal to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) Under what circumstances is it required that vehicle collisions be reported to the police by parties 
involved, when no person in the crash is injured? 

(2) If the criterion for reporting, as provided by the Road Traffic Act 1974, is a personally assessed $1000 
worth of vehicle damage, can this sum be reviewed on the basis that repair costs have risen to such an 
extent that $1,000 would pay for very little in the way of repairs? 

(3) When was the $1,000 damage estimate last reviewed? 

(4) How can a person involved in such a collision be expected to make an ‘on the spot’ assessment of 
damage to the other vehicle, while he/she is at the scene of the accident? 

(5) If the Minister is not prepared to undertake a review of this damage level for reporting purposes, what is 
the reason? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 

1.  Section 55 of the Road Traffic Act 1974 requires the driver or person in charge of a vehicle to report an 
accident where there is no injury to persons unless: 

The driver or person in charge of the vehicle has reason to believe that the aggregate value of the 
damage (all property damaged) does not exceed $1000 and the owner of any property damaged is then 
or immediately thereafter, present or represented, at the place where the accident occurred. 

2.  Given the increase in vehicle repair costs since the last review it is appropriate to review this amount. 

3.  The prescribed amount of $1000 was last reviewed in 1988. 

4.  Whilst there is always going to be a requirement for persons to make an “on the spot” assessment of the 
value of the damage having such a provision obviates the necessity for all traffic accidents to be 
reported.  This is particularly relevant where all parties agree on who will accept responsibility for a 
minor accident and persons are not injured. 

5.  Not applicable. 
 


